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	Purpose

	The Maryland Early Childhood Accountability System (ECAS) is a statewide system for measuring, collecting and reporting data on individual children’s progress across three broad functional child outcomes established by the U.S. Department of Education/Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP).  The child outcomes data will serve as the basis for evaluating how effectively the needs of young children with disabilities are being met by states through their local school systems.  

	Background

	As a result of changes made through the reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA 2004), the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs (USDOE/OSEP), is requiring all states to report outcomes data on young children with disabilities.   Child Outcomes are specifically addressed in Indicator B7 of Maryland’s Part B State Performance Plan (SPP), and the status of implementation of the statewide ECAS is included as part of the State’s submission of the Annual Performance Report for the SPP to OSEP on February 1st of each year. 

	Summary

	OSEP established three broad, functional child outcomes on which states are to report levels of progress for three, four and five year old children with disabilities:

· Positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships);

· Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (including early language/ communication and 

              early literacy); and

· Use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs.  (20 U.S.C. 1416 (a)(3)(A))
MSDE made the decision to include the EC Accountability System as part of the Maryland Model for School Readiness (MMSR).  The appropriate level of the Work Sampling System (WSS) checklist (P-3, P-4, or K) will be completed twice for each child:

1. When they are newly identified as a child with a disability, and have an initial IEP (Status-At-Entry), and

2. When they exit preschool special education services (Progress-At-Exit), either at the end of their kindergarten year, or earlier if the goals on their IEP have been met.

For the Progress-At-Exit measure, progress made since the Status-At-Entry data collection will be reported in terms of whether a child:

· Maintained a level comparable to typical same-age peers

· Closed the gap with typical same-age peers
· Narrowed the gap with typical same-age peers
· Made progress, but at the same rate as when they entered preschool services, or
· Did not make progress 

	Other Resources

	Funded by the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) in October 2003, the Early Childhood Outcomes (ECO) Center seeks to promote the development and implementation of child and family outcome measures for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers with disabilities to be used in local, state, and national accountability systems. (www.fpg.unc.edu/~eco/index.cfm)

	Contact Information

	For more information on the Maryland ECAS, please contact:  Nancy Vorobey, Section Chief, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, Maryland State Department of Education, (410) 767-0234, nvorobey@msde.state.md.us
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